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Overview

This one term (SUPER FUN) class is designed to help students learn how to effectively structure and present arguments, conduct research, and evaluate and refute opposing arguments. It will improve communication and speaking skills, researching skills, and logic as well.

There are three focus areas of debate: parliamentary procedure (student congress), mock trial, and public forum debate. We’ll spend approximately four weeks on each unit.
AWESOME NEWS: As a hands-on class, there will be little work outside of class; in other words, LITTLE homework and NO major tests or papers. However, this does mean much of your grade will be based on staying on task, participating in all activities, and positive behavior in class. 

BENEFITS of DEBATE 

By the time you finish this class, you’ll be able to…

· Identify and use reliable sources

· Speak in public—fearlessly and confidently

· Communicate ideas effectively

· Think more logically, and if you don’t become more intelligent, you’ll at least be able to make others believe you are

· Impress friends and potential love interests w/ your dazzling wit 

· (And best of all) win at least ONE argument with your parents!


Supplies Needed 
· One folder (to be used for this course only!)
· Spiral notebook 

· Writing utensils—pen and pencil

· You need to have access to a timer. This DOESN’T mean you need to buy
a new timer; wrist watches, classroom clocks, and stop watches work well. You 

may NOT use a cell phone to time debates in either classroom practice, or actual debate.

Classroom Expectations

· Be respectful of yourself, other students, staff, and facilities. Inappropriate language,

put downs, and derogatory terms will NOT be tolerated. 

· Be responsible. (i.e.: finishing homework on time, making up work when an absence
occurs, etc.)

· Use common sense.

· Be prepared and on time for class.

· Refrain from forming a queue at the door before the bell rings.

· Last, but not least, ENJOY yourself!

Absence and Make-up Policy

· Students are responsible for all work missed during an absence, and must check with teacher or with other students for missed assignments. It is NOT Mrs. Snell’s job to track you down if you were absent! 

· Work due the date of absence is then due the day of return.

· Work assigned on absence is due within two (2) days of return to class (unless otherwise arranged with instructor).

· All make-up assignments MUST be clearly marked with date of absence.

· Unexcused absences, including truancies, will result in grade deductions.

Late Work Policy

If submitted after the due date and time but before the deadline, the assessment will receive a 10% penalty. If submitted after the deadline but before the end of the trimester, the assessment will receive a 50% reduction.
Academic Integrity 
Academic dishonesty is the giving or receiving of an academic advantage that is unauthorized, unfair, or unscrupulous. Such advantages include but are not limited to: copying, unsanctioned collaboration, plagiarism, and dual submission. Please see pages 22-23 of the student handbook for consequences for violation of academic integrity expectations.
Grading Policy and Procedures

All assignments are important and will matter in the end.  Extra credit will be offered rarely. 

The grading scale is as follows:

Formative Assessments (practice, daily work, informal debates, discussion, peer observations, reflections) = 20%
Summative Assessments (Student Congress Session, Mock Trial, Public Forum Debate) = 70%

Common Summative Assessment (end of trimester final) = 10%
Extra Assistance
Unfortunately, I can’t read minds, so if you are struggling I won’t always know. Please talk with me if you are concerned about anything at all. I govern on the philosophy “Fair does not always mean equal.” Thus, while I may not treat all students the same, I will try to treat everyone fairly.

Parents/Guardians
I strive to stay in communication with both students and parents. Therefore, grades are usually posted on A-H Connect every two weeks; I also have a website through A-H Connect where I put important announcements.

In addition to these methods, emailing or calling me is always welcome. 

Learning Targets

Debate I students will:

· Recognize that an argument is used to advocate a position

· Know that an argument has three basic parts: claim, warrant, and impact

· Locate useful, credible sources from multiple points of view by looking in research databases

· Examine texts for inferences to be used in arguments

· Define new vocabulary and label new arguments

· Illustrate the weaknesses in an argument

· Effectively deliver an oral response to the weaknesses in an argument

· Explain the impact of their rebuttal to an argument

· Effectively incorporate research to support an argument

· Explain how information from text can be used in multiple ways to advocate a position

· Write speeches with clear transitions (signposts) to show relationships between arguments and argument parts
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